as it results in corridors, stairs, etc., of the order of only 2 ft. 8 in. and
lintol heights of less than 6 ft. o in., both of which are inadequate. If it is
too large it is extravagant in space and, as it becomes larger becomes less
and less flexible. These are the main factors to be considered in fixing a
suitable module and, additionally, the modular system has to be such as
will accommodate satisfactorily the whole range of building products that
will wish to use the scale, I have heard it said that prefabricators cannot
economically design to a modular scale but an examination of a few hundred
types of prefabrication indicates that there is no inherent difficulty. Such
difficulty as may arise is due to the predisposition of sponsors to con-
tinue manufacturing their own product on their existing basis with the
hope that others will fall into line. There is no single figure that will
satisfy everybody in the first instance and the establishment of a modular
system implies setting up a completely new standard which, starting from
scratch, will gradually gain adherents until a nucleus of materials designed
upon a modular basis is attained. Thereafter, the snowball might be
expected to grow at an increasing rate. On this assumption, manufacturers
need not immediately retool to the new basis, but only as soon as re-
tooling becomes necessary to keep them up to date.

Trade in the future is going to take on an increasingly international
character. It is reasonable to assume that, as building products are
increasingly prefabricated, and as they become more valuable weight for
weight and bulk for bulk, the possibility of an international market will
emerge. This must be borne in mind in any agreement to standardise
dimensions. It would be suicidal if this country adopted an insular
standard which prevented its participation in overseas markets. Without
going further into this subject it is my personal belief that a modular
system based upon either the metric dimensions 10 cm. and i metre or the
nearest English equivalents 4 in. and 3 ft. 4 in. would be the best we could
adopt, and it is also my personal belief that if by lack of thought we were
to adopt the wrong module we should be worse off than we are now.

FLEXIBILITY
People fear that inflexibility will result from prefabrication. I have
therefore tried to $how that this depends entirely upon what is meant by
prefabricate. Insofar as it means the factory production of standardised
part% no great decrease in flexibility over the existing position will occur,
since flexibility in building is already being very much conditioned by
the size of element manufactured. It is the size of element and its capacity
for interchange which dictate flexibility; the larger the element, the
less flexible it is. If the whole house is built ia the factory aad becomes
the unit of sale, fleoriblKty has ceased to exist so far as the consumer is